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2Value-add of OECD work on the Environment

Measure and monitor the implementation of environmental and climate goals 

Evidence-based analysis and policy guidance to drive robust environmental policy 
action 

Multi-stakeholder dialogues to facilitate knowledge-sharing and forge common 
understanding and mutual learning for an effective net-zero, nature-positive transition 

Support negotiations at COPs on Multilateral Environment Agreements (UNFCCC, 
CBD...), at G20 and G7 meetings, etc. 

OECD standards to provide best guidance to policymakers Co-ordination role within OECD 
as climate and environmental 
issues become increasingly 
mainstreamed In 2025, the Environmental Policy Committee 

(EPOC) produced 73 publications, 
of which 23 were reports
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OECD legal instruments in force = 269
Under EPOC responsibility = 42

EPOC/OECD as a standard setter for environment policy

Compendium of 
OECD legal 
instruments

OECD Legal Instruments on the Environment
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4OECD Environmental Performance Reviews and IPAC

Work under EPOC also contributes to environmental coverage in OECD Economic Surveys

https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2024/07/oecd-green-growth-policy-review-of-egypt-2024_fd5cddac/b9096cec-en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/03/oecd-environmental-performance-reviews-sweden-2025_409c4061/91dcc109-en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/oecd-environmental-performance-reviews-colombia-2026_968398f7-en.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/oecd-environmental-performance-reviews-finland-2021_d73547b7-en.html#:~:text=Finland%20has%20one%20of%20the,of%20the%20carbon%2Dneutrality%20target.
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/03/oecd-environmental-performance-reviews-japan-2025_947dc3da/583cab4c-en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/2025/11/the-climate-action-monitor-2025_aed0c4bb.html


Tackling the triple 
planetary crisis of 
climate change, 
biodiversity loss and 
pollution
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6Stakes of the triple planetary crisis – why it matters 

1. Climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution are 
each individually pressing

2. Interlinkages between these three challenges can 
amplify their cumulative impact

3. Climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution share 
many common drivers

4. Raising policy ambition to tackle climate change, 
biodiversity loss and pollution is necessary but not 
sufficient …

   … Effective responses must also 
address the interconnected nature of these 
challenges 

CLIMATE CHANGE

POLLUTION BIODIVERSITY 
LOSS

Drivers
Demand for food 

energy and resources 

Source: OECD (2025), Environmental Outlook on the Triple Planetary Crisis
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7What does the new OECD Environmental Outlook offer? 

• Systematic assessment of interlinkages 

• Integrated modelling of interlocking drivers and pressures

• First-of-its-kind policy stocktake of synergies and trade-offs in addressing 
climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution 

• Policy roadmap for more integrated action 

https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/11/environmental-outlook-on-the-triple-planetary-crisis_13752c08/257ffbb6-en.pdf


1. Evolution of Interlocking Drivers and 
Pressures to Mid Century
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9Interlocking drivers underpinning triple planetary crisis will grow

Energy   

Food 

Socio-economic trends 

Resource use 

2020 level

2050 level

Source: OECD (2025), Environmental Outlook on the Triple Planetary Crisis
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10Evolution is highly regionally varied 

Source: OECD (2025), Environmental Outlook on the Triple Planetary Crisis



Restricted Use - À usage restreintRestricted Use - À usage restreint ENV Directorate

11

11

Challenges intensify, often in a mutually-reinforcing manner

• Global mean temperature increase to reach 2.1 °C 
above pre-industrial levels in 2050 

• Terrestrial Mean Species Abundance decline – 
equivalent to conversion of more than 4 million km2 
pristine habitat into an area where all original species 
have been lost

Mixed story for pollution… 
• Air pollution (particulate matter) decline in all regions 

(with a 21% decrease globally) 

• Nitrogen surplus increases by 32% globally 

The three challenges reinforce each other

Source: OECD (2025), Environmental Outlook on the Triple Planetary Crisis



2. Consideration of Policy Synergies and Trade-offs
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Interlinkages considered in national reporting
but trade-offs are generally not considered in national reporting

NBSAPsBTRs 

Extensive & In-depth Substantive Moderate Generic Absent

Source: OECD (2025), Environmental Outlook on the Triple Planetary Crisis
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14… but trade-offs pose a real challenge to the green transition

Source: Guardian (2023), Photograph by Robin van Lonkhuijsen/ANP/AFP/Getty

Source: BBC (2023), Photograph by Laurent Julliand

Source: World Rainforest Movement (2023)

Concerns over water pollution spark protests 
against

 lithium mining in Argentina 

Mounting challenge of renewables waste

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/nov/16/nitrogen-wars-the-dutch-farmers-revolt-that-turned-a-nation-upside-down
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/nov/16/nitrogen-wars-the-dutch-farmers-revolt-that-turned-a-nation-upside-down
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/nov/16/nitrogen-wars-the-dutch-farmers-revolt-that-turned-a-nation-upside-down
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/nov/16/nitrogen-wars-the-dutch-farmers-revolt-that-turned-a-nation-upside-down
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-65602519
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-65602519
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-65602519
https://www.wrm.org.uy/bulletin-articles/indigenous-peoples-in-argentina-fight-against-lithium-exploitation


3. Roadmap for Policy Action
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16Roadmap for policy action

Address key 
gaps in 

research and 
assessment 

Strengthen 
consideration 
of linkages in 

national 
reporting and 

planning 

Align 
financing and 

public 
resource 

allocation

Mitigate 
unintended 
impacts of 
the clean 

energy 
transition

Transform 
resource use

Rethink food 
systems

Foundational levers System-specific levers
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17Roadmap for policy action

Strengthen 
consideration 
of linkages in 

national 
reporting and 

planning 

Align 
financing and 

public 
resource 

allocation

❑ Better targeting public funding for research
 
❑ Leverage scientific panels for joint work 

❑ Embed interlinkages in national reporting and planning

❑ Develop overarching national frameworks on pollution

❑ Strengthen interlinkages in MEA and development finance

❑ Align budgets and expenditures with environmental 
objectives

Address key 
gaps in 

research and 
assessment 
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18Roadmap for policy action

Transform 
resource use

Rethink food 
systems

❑ Increase efficiency of agricultural inputs
❑ Reduce food loss and waste
❑ Enhance circularity – including higher value loops
❑ Promote demand side measures
❑ Ensure affordability, availability and convenience of alternate 

choices

❑ Incorporate biodiversity considerations in siting decisions 
❑ Reduce spatial footprint (e.g. agrivoltaics) 
❑ Implement operational safeguards (e.g. cut-in speed; blade 

feathering) 
❑ Mitigate upstream and downstream pollution (e.g. landfill 

bans)
❑ Ensure public participation and stakeholder engagement 

Mitigate 
unintended 
impacts of 
the clean 

energy 
transition
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Download the full report

oe.cd/env-outlook

https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/11/environmental-outlook-on-the-triple-planetary-crisis_13752c08/257ffbb6-en.pdf
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